
Top 10 environmental issues in Romania





1. Deforestation 

With the aid of satellite images, Global Forest 

Watch has calculated that 317,000 hectares of 

Romanian forest were lost to logging between 

2001 and 2017. That’s the equivalent of 444,000 

football pitches. Half of these trees were in 

national parks or conservation areas and were 

hundreds of years old.

Greenpeace estimates that Romania is losing up to 

nine hectares of forest every hour due to illegal 

logging.

https://www.globalforestwatch.org/map/country/ROU?analysis=eyJzaG93RHJhdyI6ZmFsc2V9&mainMap=eyJzaG93QW5hbHlzaXMiOnRydWUsImhpZGVMZWdlbmQiOmZhbHNlfQ%3D%3D&map=%3D&mapPrompts=eyJvcGVuIjp0cnVlLCJzdGVwc0tleSI6InN1YnNjcmliZVRvQXJlYSIsInN0ZXBJbmRleCI6MCwiZm9yY2UiOnRydWV9


Deforestation causes in Romania

1.Agriculture Activities                2.Logging                      3.Urbanisation              

4.Desertification 5.Mining 6.Forest fire



Causes of Deforestation

Mining=the increase of mining on tropical forests is furthering 

damage due to the rising demand and high mineral prices.

Overpopulation=due to overpopulation, more land is needed to 

establish housing and settlements.

Logging=wood-based industries such as paper, matchsticks, and 

furniture need a substantial quantity of wood.

Agriculture Expansion=a major cause of deforestation is 

agriculture plantations.Farmers often clear the land for cattle by 

using slash and burn techniques (cutting down trees and burning 

them).

Desertification=when a forest is cut down, the humidity levels 

decrease and causes the remaining plants to dry out.

Forest fire=produced when the forest is dry or used by people to 

destroy the forest quickly.



2. Dealing with waste

Waste recycling and the circular 

economy are among the most 

important issues in the European 

Union.

However, the recycling rate in Romania 

was only 5%, in 2016, while about 80% 

of the municipal waste ended up in 

landfills, according to Eurostat statistics.



Romanians fail to select their garbage and 

throw everything in the same bin, making it 

very difficult for local waste management 

firms to process the rubbish. 

Thus, most of the waste, including plastics 

and other materials that could easily be 

recycled, ends up in legal or illegal landfills 

while Green Group, the biggest recycling 

company in Romania, imports 50% of the 

waste it processes from Western Europe.



3. Air pollution

In accordance with the World Health Organization's guidelines, the air quality in Romania is considered 

moderately unsafe. The most recent data indicates the country's annual mean concentration of PM 

(Particulate Matter) is 15 µg/m3 which exceeds the recommended maximum of 10 µg/m3. 

Contributors to poor air quality in Romania include power generation, the mining industry, petroleum 

refining, food processing, and vehicle emissions.

The most polluted areas in RomaniaNumber of days in which 

PM (Particulate Matter) is 

over 10



Prevention

● Travellers with asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) should carry an inhaler, antibiotic, or oral 

steroid - consult your doctor to see what is best for you.

● Older travellers with pre-existing conditions should get a physical exam that includes a stress and lung capacity test prior 

to departure. 

● Newborns and young children should minimize exposure as much as possible or consider not travelling to areas with 

poor air quality. 

● Ask your medical practitioner if a face mask is advisable for you. 



4. Water pollution

After 2007, Romania adopted and implemented EU 

legislation on water management. Romanian groundwaters 

are polluted locally from point sources (landfills) and from 

diffuse sources of pollution (fertilizers, pesticides and 

canals, in urban areas).

Over-exploitation of underground water wells can lead to 

indirect diffuse pollution, causing salty water intrusion, 

exploitation of mineral aggregates.



Causes:

- human agglomeration (lack of connection to the 

sewerage system and to the sewage treatment 

plants); 

- industry (wastewater discharges); 

- agriculture (nutrient and pesticide emissions); 

- hydrotechnical works (dams, dikes, sills, weirs, 

diversions); 

- other anthropic activities.



5. Global warming or climate change 

The most relevant possible impacts of climate 

change in Romania are: modification of vegetation 

periods, displacement of ecosystems, prolonged 

droughts, floods. ... Sectors potentially affected

include agriculture, transports, energy supply, water 

management, health and households.

Romania has a temperate-continental climate of a transitional type, specific to Central Europe. The 

mean temperature in the winter period falls below – 3°C and in the summertime it ranges between 

22°C and 24°C. The mean annual temperature is 11°C in the south of the country and 8°C in the 

north of the country.



Air temperature changes in the 21st century

Projections of temperature change for the future time slices 2021-2050 and 2070-2099 have been obtained 

based on so-called statistical downscaling of the results of 8 global climate models. Over the period 2021-

2050, under the A1B scenario, these results indicate the following temperature change for the seasons:

● Winter: 0.6°C - 1.9°C (mean 1.0°)

● Spring: 0.5°C - 1.7°C (mean 1.1°C)

● Summer: 1.2°C - 2.1°C (mean 1.6°C)

● Autumn: 0.7°C - 1.8°C (mean 1.4°C)



6.Flooding

Many Eastern European cities that are prone to floods are in close proximity to 

industrial areas, mining operations, or are host to brownfield sites. As a result, 

people and settlements in the region run a significant risk to be exposed to 

contaminated and toxic waters.

The town of Tulcea, Romania, felt the effects of climate change in 2010 when a disastrous flood 

caused devastation to its community.



Romania is known as one of the most flood-prone countries in Europe. Floods 

killed 1,000 people in 1926; 215 people in 1970; 60 people in 1975; 108 people in 

1991; and 33 people in 1995.

Heavy rain in April and May 2005 caused the worst floods since 50 years in 

Romania. The floods and storms in Romania, killed 76 people, caused at least 

1.66 billion Euro in damage. This represents 2.1% from Romanian GNP.



7. Natural resource use/consumption

1.The land itself is Romania's most valuable natural resource.

● It was estimated in the late 1980s that because of unwise cultivation methods, 30 percent of the 

arable land had suffered serious erosion. Moreover, residual agricultural chemicals had raised soil 

acidity in many areas.



2. Despite relatively generous annual precipitation and the presence of numerous 

streams and rivers in its territory Romania experienced chronic water shortages 

throughout the 1980s. 

● Water consumption had increased by over thirteen times during the preceding three decades, taxing 

reserves to the limit. Large-scale agriculture and heavy industry were the major water users and 

polluters. Personal consumption was restricted by the growing scarcity of unpolluted drinking water, 

which could be obtained from fewer than 20 percent of the major streams.



8.Future energy sources and supplies

Romania’s electricity mix is one of the most 

balanced in the European Union, 

with coal, hydropower, natural gas, nuclear 

energy and wind power having comparable 

shares of capacity and power generation. 

With the exception of wind and solar, almost all 

units in the systems are quite old.

The country has two nuclear reactors, located at 

Cernavodă, accounting for about 18–20% of the 

country's electricity production. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_reactors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cernavod%C4%83
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electricity


The European Commission (EC) recommended 

Romania to increase the renewable energy target 

from 24% in 2020 to “at least 34%” in 2030.

The EC set a 32% overall target for the European 

Union, as one of the binding climate and energy 

targets for 2030. The figure regards the share of the 

energy derived from renewable resources in the total 

gross national energy consumption -- including 

electricity generation, heating and cooling, and 

transport.



9. Poor quality of drinking water

Even though Romanian water is purified, it can still contain heavy metals, dust, sand, recycled 

medicine, nitrates, chemicals, and the elderly piping system or even newer plastic pipes do nothing to help 

the situation. 



A study developed in the period June 2009 – June 2011 in a project regarding safety of drinking water 

distribution systems in some municipalities from Romania, demonstrated that materials used in drinking water 

domestic installations have a major contribution in the deterioration of water quality supplied by local 

distribution operators.

Despite the fact that Apa Nova (Bucharest) of course treats and filters our water supply, many 

Romanian doctors still do not recommend drinking tap water. Bucharest has a problem with fresh quality 

water supply & lack of working purification stations.



10. Wildlife conservation: 

Hunting is a disadvantage of wildlife conservation, because those who hunt do not take 

into account the species and their rarity. 

Hunting is practiced as a sport nowadays, which is not ok. the species is endangered, 

and others are having fun with it.

We must protect the animals for the proper functioning of the earth, but also for our 

descendants to have these species to enjoy.



What can we be done to support Romanian 

Carpathians?

● Purchasing land to achieve the planned area of 100,000 hectares

● Setting up monitoring of the region by rangers

● Reforesting locations at risk of erosion

● Planning and implementing a conservation plan for the entire Fagaras mountains

● Protecting and monitoring wildlife


