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Meaning. 

▰ The access to justice is a basic principle of the 

rule of law. 

▰ In its absence, people are unable to have their 

voice heard, exercise their rights, challenge 

discrimination or hold decision-makers 

accountable. 



The free access to justice. 

▰ Any individual can address a court in order to defend their 

rights, their liberties and their legal interests. 

▰ No law can enclose the execution of this right. 

▰ The sides have the right to a fair trial and to a settlement in 

reasonable terms. 

▰ The special administrative jurisdictions are dispensable and 

free of charge. 



The access to justice allows individuals 

to protect themselves against the 

violation of their rights, to fix unlawful 

deeds, to ask for liability from the 

executive and to defend themselves 

within the pale of the criminal 

procedure. 



EU Court of Justice. 

▰ The EU Directives on 

procedural rights, together with 

EU legislation on cross-border 

criminal justice are 

increasingly putting national 

laws and practices to the test. 

▰ In this context, the Court of 

Justice of the European Union 

is increasingly being asked to 

try and interpret EU law and 

decide whether domestic norms 

and practices comply with EU 

standards on fair trial rights. 



Judicial remedies. 

▰ Whenever fair trial rights are 

violated, it is important that there is 

a way to put it right.  

▰ In criminal law, this is done through 

judicial remedies, which are ordered 

by a criminal court and can take the 

form of financial compensation, or 

even a re-trial. 



Judicial remedies. 

▰ Even though judicial remedies are 

crucial to give teeth to fair trial 

rights, they are not always 

effective enough and do not 

reflect the considerable progress 

that has been made in recent years 

with the strengthening of 

protections across Europe. 



Example. 

▰ If a child has been discriminated, he can address 

for the reestablishment of the violated rights at a 

specialized institution for such cases: The 

National Council for Combating Discrimination, 

whose main objective is to prevent, punish and 

eliminate any form of discrimination. 

▰ Also, for the attainment of a monetary 

compensation, he/she can address a court. 



“ Thank you! 


